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Introduction

The Nakanoshima district, located between the Dojimagawa and the Tosaborigawa rivers, is a sandbank of about 50 hectares, stretching approximately three
kilometers from east to west. The word “nakanoshima” originally meant “sandbank.” The district was developed in the early seventeenth century, and in the
Edo Period, as many as 100 warehouses and sales offices, which represented the local domains of feudal lords over Japan, stood side by side. Rice to sell was
brought to these warehouses from many parts of the country, which is why Osaka was called “the kitchen of the nation” in those days. More recently, the
Nakanoshima district has developed as the civic center of Osaka City, with the city hall, cultural facilities, and many leading corporations in this area. At the
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same time, the relaxing atmosphere of the area has made Nakanoshima a place for recreation and relaxation among Osaka citizens.
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Conclusion

The Nakanoshima district has, not only Osaka City Hall and some of the best-known Japanese
company’s buildings, but also attractive architecture dating from the end of nineteenth to
early twentieth century, many of which are considered as valuable as cultural assets. You can
also enjoy Nakanoshima Park, one of the most notable city parks in Japan, and visit a number
of museums. Nakanoshima is truly the center of Osaka governance, economy and culture. We
hope you find time to wander around Nakanoshima during your stay in Osaka.
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